This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the 
original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problems Mailbox. 




Europaisches Paten tamt 
European Patent Office 
Offic europeen des brevets 




(11) Publication number : 0 519 717 A2 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(y) Application number : 92305574.3 
(g) Date of filing : 17.06.92 



@) int ci. 5 : G09G 3/36 



® 
® 



Priority: 18.06.91 JP 145996/91 
11.05.92 JP 117607/92 

Date of publication of application : 
23.12.92 Bulletin 92/52 



Designated Contracting States : 

AT BE CH DE DK ES FR GB GR IT U LU NL PT 

SB 

Applicant: CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome 
Ohta-ku Tokyo 146 (JP) 

Inventor : Katakura, Kazunori, c/o Canon 
Kabushikl Kaisha 
3-30-2, Shimomaruko 
Ohta-ku , Tokyo (JP) 



Inventor : Hotta, Yoshio, c/o Canon Kabushiki 
Kaisha 

3-30-2, Shimomaruko 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo (JP) 

Inventor : Tsuboyama, Akira, c/o Canon 

Kabushiki Kaisha 

3-30-2, Shimomaruko 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo (JP) 

Inventor : Iwayama, Mitsuo, c/o Canon 

Kabushiki Kaisha 

3-30-2, Shimomaruko 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo (JP) 

Inventor : Mihara, Tadashi, c/o Canon 

Kabushiki Kaisha 

3-30-2, Shimomaruko 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo (JP) 

(74) Representative : Beresford, Keith Denis Lewis 
et al 

BERESFORD & Co. 2-5 Warwick Court High 
Hoi born 

London WC1R 5DJ (GB) 



(g) Display apparatus. 

(57) A display apparatus includes a matrix of elec- 
trodes formed of scanning electrodes and infor- 
mation electrodes. A scanning device uses a 
plurality of scanning methods for selecting 
scanning electrodes and performs the scanning 
methods according to respective priorities, and 
a driving device changes driving conditions 
according to the scanning methods or the 
priorities thereof. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a display apparatus employing matrix electrodes and, more particularly, 
to a liquid crystal display apparatus which employs ferroelectric liquid crystal and performs scanning for partial 
rewriting. 

Description of the Related Art 

A liquid crystal display device for displaying image information is known which comprises many pixels 
formed by placing a liquid crystal compound between an array of scanning electrodes and an array of signal 
electrodes to constitutes a matrix of electrodes. An example of this type of display device is illustrated in Figs, 
15 and 16. A scanning method used in such a display device is disclosed, for example, in U.S. Patent No. 
4JB55,561 (Kanbe et aL^ah^^^ to scan for partiarrewriting so 

as to maintain a smooth display of movements even during low field frequency scanning. 

Another driving waveform is disclosed by Taniguchi et al. in European Laid-Open No. 394,903, which helps 
to speed up the frame frequency and provide a sufficient driving margin, i.e., the range of the driving voltage 
or the writing pulse width within which images of favorable quality can be displayed. 

However, since the scanning waveform according to the above conventional art is a black erasing wave- 
form and includes DC components, frequent repetition of partiai-rewrite scanning on a single scanning elec- 
trode causes the following problems in the pixels on that scanning electrode. 

(1) decrease of the driving margin 

(2) deterioration of liquid crystal alignment 

(3) decrease in sharpness of contrast 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

it is an object of the present invention to provide a display apparatus which solves the above problems. To 
substantially avoid a decrease of the driving margin, deterioration of liquid crystal alignment and decrease in 
sharpness of contrast which are caused during partiai-rewrite scanning, a display apparatus according to the 
present invention comprises a matrix of electrodes including scanning electrodes and information electrodes, 
scanning means for scanning the matrix and operable in any one of a plurality of scanning methods having 
respective driving conditions and respective priorities assigned thereto, the scanning means scanning th ma- 
35 trix by selecting ones of the scanning electrodes in accordance with selected ones of the scanning methods, 
and driving means for applying driving signals to the selected scanning electrodes in accordance with the driving 
conditions and priorities of the selected driving methods. 

Further objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from the following 
description of the preferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings. 

40 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display apparatus and a graphic controller. 

Fig. 2 is a timing chart of image information communication between the liquid crystal display apparatus 
45 and the graphic controller of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a display frame including a plurality of graphic events. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram of a display control program used in the present invention. 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of a graphic controller used in the present invention. 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a digital interface. 
so Fig. 7 is an interface timing chart for a display driving apparatus used in the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is an interface timing chart for an FLCD controller. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a method for partial rewriting used in the present invention. 

Fig. 10 illustrates data mapping of scanning line address information and display information on a VRAM 
used in the present invention. 
55 Fig. 11 illustrates a display frame of a multi-window display according to the present invention. 

Fig. 12 illustrates driving waveforms used in the present invention. 
Fig. 13 illustrates other driving waveforms used in the present invention. 
Fig. 14 illustrates conventional driving waveforms. 
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Fig. 15 is a plan view of a display panel. 

Fig. 16 is a sectional view of the display panel shown in Fig. 15. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

5 

Operation of a display apparatus according to one embodiment of the present invention will be described 
hereinafter with reference to the figures. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a graphic controller 1 02 transfers scanning line address information for desig- 
nating scanning electrodes and image data (PDO to PD3) for the scanning lines designated by the scanning 

10 line address information to a display driving circuit 104/105 (composed of a scanning line driving circuit 104 
and a data line driving circuit 105) of a liquid crystal display apparatus 101, which advantageously includes a 
ferroelectric liquid crystal. In this embodiment because image data including both scanning line address in- 
formation and display information are transferred through one communication line, the two kinds of information 
must be discriminated. Signal AH/DL is used to perform this discrimination, so that a high level of the AH/DL 

15 signal indicates scanning line address information, and a low level of the AH/DL signal indicates display-infor- 
mation. 

Scanning line address information is extracted from the image data PDO to PD3 by a drive control circuit 
111 of the liquid crystal display apparatus 101 and then outputted to the scanning line driving circuit 104 at a 
timing for driving the designated scanning lines. The scanning line address information is inputted into a de- 
20 coder 1 06 in the scanning line driving circuit 104. In response to signals from the decoder 1 06, a scanning signal 
generating circuit 107 drives the designated scanning electrodes of the display panel 103. 

On the other hand, display information is fed to a shift register 108 of the data line driving circuit 105. The 
shift register 108 shifts the display information in units of four bits using a transfer clock. When the shift register 
108 has shifted the display information of one horizontal scanning line, the display information of 1280 pixels 
25 is transferred to a line memory 109 connected to the shift register 108. The display information is stored in the 
line memory 109 for a period equal to one horizontal line scanning period and then outputted as display infor- 
mation signals from the information signal generating circuit 110 to the associated information electrodes. 

Because the driving of the display panel 103 in the liquid crystal display apparatus 101 is not synchronous 
with generation of scanning line address information and display information in the graphic controller 102 ac- 
30 cording to this embodiment, the liquid crystal display apparatus 101 and the graphic controller 102 must be 
synchronized with each other when image data is transferred, by using a SYNC signal. The SYNC signal is 
generated by the drive control circuit 111 of the liquid crystal display apparatus 1 01 for each horizontal scanning 
period. The graphic controller 102 always monitors SYNC signals. When a SYNC signal is at low lev I, th 
graphic controller 102 transfers picture data. When a SYNC signal is at high level, the graphic controller 102 
35 does not continue to transfer image data after transferring image data of one horizontal scanning line. R ferring 
to Fig. 2, as soon as the graphic controller 102 detects the low level of the SYNC signal, the graphic controller 
1 02 changes the AH/DL signal to high level in order to start transferring image data of one horizontal scanning 
line. The drive control circuit 111 of the liquid crystal display apparatus 101 changes the SYNC signal to high 
level while image data is being transferred. After one horizontal scanning period, i.e., after data-writing into 
40 one horizontal scanning line of the display panel 103 is completed, the drive controller circuit (FLCD controller) 
111 changes the SYNC signal back to low level to enable the reception of image data for the next scanning 
line. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a display frame 3 when the following display requests for display information are made in 
multiwindow and multitask format: 
45 display request 31 to smoothly move a mouse diagonally; 

display request 32 to display a portion of a window selected as the active frame, which portion is over- 
lapped by a previously selected window; 

display request 33 to insert characters by key-board input; 

display request 34 to move characters already displayed (in a direction indicated by arrow keys); 
50 display request 35 for display change in an overlap area; 

display request 36 to display a non-active window; 

display request 37 to perform scrolling in a non-active window; and 

display request 38 for scanning the entire display. 
The following Table 1 shows the respective priorities of graphic events corresponding to the above display 
55 requests 31 to 38. 
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Table 1 

Graphic Event Drive Mode Display Priority Description 



31 Mouse Movement Partial Highest 
Display Rewrite 

32 Active Window 
Area On Logical Access 

Area 

33 Character Partial 2nd Level 
Insertion Display Rewrite 

20 34 Character Partial 3rd Level 

Movement Display Rewrite 



15 



25 



30 



35 



40 



35 Overlap area Logical VRAM 
Display change Operation 

36 Non-active Logical Access 
Window Area On Area 

37 Non-active Partial 4th Level 
Window Area Rewrite 

Scroll Display 

38 Entire Multi-field Lowest 
Scanning Display Refresh 



In the above table: "Partial Rewrite" means a driving method which scans only the scanning lines in a partial 
rewriting area; "Multi-field Refresh" means an entire-frame scanning mode using multi-interlace scanning of 
N-fields (N = 2, 4, 8, 2 n ) (a driving method described in Japanese patent application No. 62-287172); "Display 
45 Priority" means the priorities assigned to the events beforehand; and "Description" means an internal descrip- 
tion operation performed in a graphic processor. In this embodiment the priorities of the events are determined 
according to operability in a man/machine interface. The top priority is given to the graphic event 31 (mouse 
movement display), and is followed in descending order by the graphic events 33, 34, 37 and 38. 

The mouse movement display is given the top priority because operator's intention expressed by moving 
50 the pointing device, i.e., the mouse, should be reflected in the computer as quickly as possible, i.e., in real time. 
Character input through the key board comes next. Although such key input requires a quite high real-time char- 
acteristic, the key input is usually buffered and, therefore, does not require as high a real-time characteristic 
as the mouse movement display. Frame renewal (scrolling) in the window does not need to be performed si- 
multaneously with the key input, and the document line to which characters are inputted has a higher priority 
55 than frame renewal. The display manner of an overlap area in a case where scrolling is performed in an over- 
lapped window varies according to system setting. According to this embodiment, document-line scrolling in 
the overlapped window goes beneath the active window. 

According to the present invention, a frame display control method illustrated in Fig. 4 receives the external 
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display requests 31 to 38 through communication means including a window manager 41 and an operating sys- 
tem (OS) 42 and then transfers the requests to the ferroelectric liquid crystal display apparatus (FLCD) 101. 
If at least one request is made to rewrite information currently displayed, the frame display control program, 
according to the display priority of the request, determines the area to be rewritten and the necessary descrip- 
5 tion of data in the VRAM (an image data memory) and selects image data to send to the FLCD 101 while syn- 
chronizing the graphic controller 102 and the display apparatus 101. 

The OS 42 of the communication means may be MS-DOS (trademark), OS/2 (trademark) or XENIX (trade- 
mark) of Microsoft in the USA, or UNIX (trademark) of AT&T in the USA. The window manager 41 may be MS- 
Windows ver. 1.03 or ver. 2.0 (trademarks) of Microsoft in the USA, OS/2 Presentation Manager (trademark) 
10 of Microsoft in the USA, public domain X-Window, or DEC-Window (trademark) of Digital Equipment in the USA. 
An event emulator 43 may be a pair of MS-DOS and MS-Windows or a pair of UNIX and X-Window. 

Partial rewriting according to the present invention is performed by scanning only the scanning lines in a 
partial rewriting area. Since the FLCD 101 has a memory, partial rewriting can be performed at high speed. 
Also, according to the present invention, it is supposed that, at any particular moment, there will not be many 
is events in which the computer system has to rewrite display information at high speed. For example, information 
from the pointing device (a mouse, etc.) can be suff iciently displayed at a speed of 30 Hz or less because dis- 
play at a greater speed can not be followed by the human eye. Also, the speed of smooth scrolling (scrolling 
in units of a scanning line), which is required to be greater than that of any other display, must stay in a certain 
range for the same reason. In practice, scrolling is often performed in units of a character or a block instead 
20 of a scanning line. Scrolling in a computer system is usually performed in order to edit a program or a document, 
in which case what counts is not smooth scrolling but rather quick shifting from one document line to another 
(document-line scrolling in units of a document line). A display speed of 10 document lines per second is suf- 
ficient for document-line scrolling. 

If partial rewrite scanning in the FLCD 101 is performed by a non-interlace method in order to display mov - 
25 ment of a mouse formed in 32 x 32 dots, the following response speed is possible 

[Calculation 1] 32 lines x 100 ^sec/line = 3.2 msec « 312 Hz 
The document-line scrolling at a speed of 1 0 document lines per second corresponds to frame renewal at 
10 Hz by the non-interlace method. Flickering caused by the frame frequency of 10 Hz does not become a 
problem because the operator's attention is more strongly drawn to display changes caused by the docum nt- 
30 line scrolling. The number of scanning lines driven by the non-interlace method during document-line scrolling 
is 

[Calculation 2] (1/10 Hz)/1 00 usee = 1000 (scanning lines) 

The display apparatus of the present invention employs a data format, i.e., image data including scanning 
line address information, and communication synchronizing means using the SYNC signal, as shown in Figs. 
35 1 and 2, so as to be driven according to a partial rewrite scanning method performed by the graphic contr Her, 
as described below. 

Image data is generated by the graphic controller 102 of the apparatus according to the invention and trans- 
ferred to the display panel 103 by the signal transferring means shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The graphic controller 
102 has a CPU (a central processing unit, referred to as a "GCPU" hereinafter) 112 and a VRAM (an imag 
40 data memory) 114, which together control management and communication of image data between a host CPU 
113 and the liquid crystal display apparatus 102. The graphic controller 102 plays a primary role in performing 
the control method according to the present invention. 

To obtain this data format, i.e., image data including scanning line address information, the scanning line 
address information is mapped in the VRAM 114 as shown in Fig. 1 0. The VRAM 114 is divided into two areas: 
45 one area assigned for scanning line address information and the other area assigned for display information. 
Image data of one scanning line are lined up horizontally and scanning line address information is placed on 
the leading end (the left end in Fig. 10) of the thus lined-up image data of each scanning line. As a result, the 
data mapped in the VRAM 114 correspond, on a one-to-one basis, to the pixels of the display panel 103. The 
GCPU 112 reads out the image data of one line at a time from the left end in the VRAM 114 and sends out the 
50 read-out data to the liquid crystal display apparatus 101 so as to achieve the data format, i.e., image data in- 
cluding scanning line address information as well as display information. 

Fig. 9 shows a method for partial rewriting according to one embodiment of the present invention. In this 
embodiment, if there is no request for partial rewriting (S1), an entire frame is scanned by the multi-interlace 
method (entire frame refresh driving) (S2). The image data (data about the pointing device, the pop-up menu, 
55 etc.) necessary for the ferroelectric liquid crystal display apparatus 101 to perform partial rewriting is registered 
beforehand in the GCPU 112 and the method branches to partial rewriting according to information from the 
host CPU 113. Immediately before branching to partial rewriting, the data about the address of the scanning 
line being currently scanned, the number of scanning lines and the current scanning method (a non-interlace 
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method or a multi-interlace method, and in the case of multi-interlace method, the number of fields composing 
one frame) is saved (S3) in a register pre-assigned therefor in the GCPU 112 so that processing can return to 
the normal refresh routine after the partial rewriting routine is completed. Then, the image data for the partial 
rewriting is developed in the VRAM 114 <S4). The host CPU 113 is allowed to access to the VRAM 114 solely 
via the GCPU 112. The GCPU 112 manages the area and the starting address in the VRAM 114 to store image 
data for partial rewriting. 

After the image data is stored in the VRAM 114, transfer of the image data to the liquid crystal display ap- 
paratus 101 is started. For this transfer, the GCPU 112 changes scanning methods from multi-interlace scan- 
ning to non-interlace scanning according to the image data for partial rewriting (S5, S6). Scanning methods 
can be changed simply by changing the sequence for reading out image data including scanning line address 
information from the VRAM 114 shown in Fig. 10. For example, to perform multi-interlace scanning in which 
eight fields form one frame, lines of image data in the VRAM 114 are read out every eight lines. To perform 
non-interlace scanning, the lines of image data are read out one after another in their address order. The image 
data is transferred to the liquid crystal display apparatus (S7), according to the signal transferring method 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The scanning line address information mapped in the VRAM 114 is transferred line by 
line, always monitored by the GCPU 112. Scanning methods are not changed during transfer of image data for 
partial rewriting. 

To handle a second requestfor partial rewriting generated during processing of partial rewriting, the method 
checks (S8) whether there is a second requestfor partial rewriting having a high priority than the partial rewriting 
being currently processed every time one line of image data has been transferred. If there is a second request 
for partial rewriting having a higher priority, the transfer of the current (first) partial rewriting image data is stop- 
ped, and processing branches to the routine for the second partial rewriting (S9). In the routine for the second 
partial rewriting, first, the data about the scanning method for the first partial rewriting is stored. Then, the scan- 
ning method is changed to a scanning method according to the image data for the second partial rewriting, 
and processing similar to that in the routine for the first partial rewriting is performed (S10-S15). Finally, the 
scanning method for the first partial rewriting is restored to return to the routine for the first partial rewriting 
(S16). Back in the routine for the first partial rewriting, the remaining image data is transferred (S17) while the 
method checks for generation of another request for partial rewriting of a higher priority after each process of 
transferring one line of image data. When all the image data is transferred, processing returns to the normal 
entire refresh routine based on the pre-saved data about the scanning line address, the number of scanning 
lines and the scanning method (18). 

Table 2 below shows the correspondence between the scanning electrode numbers, (the scanning elec- 
trodes are numbered from the top scanning electrode to the bottom scanning electrode in the display panel as 
1°, 2°, 3°, ••• N°) and the priorities to select scanning methods and scanning electrodes. 



6 



EP 0 519 717 A2 



Table 2 

Scanning 

Electrode 1 
No., 



Writing 

Scanning Priorities to Select Electrodes 



Method 



15 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



to Entire Frame Non- 
inter lace Scanning 



Entire Frame 

Interlace Scanning 1 l+N/2 2 2+N/2 3 3+N/2 4 

Entire Frame Multi- 
interlace 3 Field 1 l+N/3 1+2N/3 2 2+N/3 2+2N/3 3 
Scanning (skipping 
20 2 lines) 

Entire Frame Multi- 
interlace 4 Field 1 l+N/4 1+2K/4 1+3N/4 2 2+N/4 2+2N/4 
Scanning (skipping 
3 lines) 

Entire Frame Multi- 

interlace 9 Field 1 l+N/9 , 1+2N/9 1+3N/9 1+4N/9 1+5N/9 1+6N/9 

Scanning (skipping 
8 lines) 

Partial Rewriting 

by Non-interlace 1 2 3 
Scanning — — 



55 
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Table 2 (continued) 



Scanning 
Electrode 
No . 



Writ ing 

Scanning 

Method 



9' 



io- 



ii- 



12' 



Priorities to Select Electrodes 



Entire Frame Non- 
inter lace Scanning 



10 



11 



12 



N 



Entire Frame 

Interlace Scanning 4+N/2 



5 + N/2 



6fN/2 



N 



Entire Frame Multi- 
interlace 3 Field 
Scanning (skipping 

2 lines) 

Entire Frame Multi- 
interlace 4 Field 
Scanning (skipping 

3 lines) 

Entire Frame Multi- 
interlace 9 Field 
Scanning (skipping 
8 lines) 

Partial Rewriting 
by Non-interlace 
Scanning 



3+N/3 3+2W/3 



2+3N/4 



4+N/3 4+2N/3 



3+N/4 3+2N/4 3+3N/4 



1+7N/9 1+8N/9 2 



N 



2+N/9 2+2N/9 



N 



Fig. 11 shows an example of a multiwindow display frame 110 according to the present invention. Awindow 
1 displays a circle graph exhibiting the result of a certain survey. Awindow 2 displays a table showing th same 
result exhibited by the circle graph in the window 1 .Awindow 3 displays a bar graph exhibiting the same result 
as above. Awindow 4 displays a document being written and an icon of the mouse, i.e. the pointing device, 5. 

In the f igure, let it be supposed that the windows 1 to 3 are non-active and that while scrolling is being 
performed in the window 4 to edit the document, the mouse 5 is moved. Both scrolling and mouse movement 
requires partial rewriting in the ferroelectric liquid crystal display apparatus 101 . If 1120 scanning lines of the 
entire frame are scanned, the frame frequency will be about 10 Hz since one horizontal scanning period is 80 
usee according to this embodiment. This frame frequency is not fast enough to follow the normal movement 
of the mouse 5 30 Hz). 

If the partial rewriting method shown in Fig. 9 is used in this case, the scrolling in the window 4 and the 
movement of the mouse 5 correspond to the first and second partial rewriting routines, respectively. In the first 
partial rewriting routine, scanning methods are changed from multi-interlace scanning for the entire frame re- 
fresh routine to non-interlace scanning in order to perform partial rewriting in the window 4. Non-interlace scan- 
ning is required because the display operation for scrolling in a window requires the ferroelectric liquid crystal 
display apparatus 101 to quickly change its display and because what is displayed (e.g., characters) must be 
recognizable during scrolling. If, like page turning, the process of rewriting in the window 4 does not need to 
be recognizable, a change of scanning methods is not required. In such a case, multi-interlace scanning pro- 
vides a more stable picture quality than non-interlace scanning. Branching to the second partial rewriting rou- 
tine occurs when the mouse 5 is moved. The time required for the branching is one horizontal scanning period 
at most. Since the moving process of the mouse 5 must be traced as in the scrolling in the window 4, the scan- 
ning method for this partial rewriting must be the non-interlace scanning. If the font size of the mouse 5 is 32 
x 32 dots and one horizontal scanning period is 80 ^isec, the time required to write the mouse 5 in the display 
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-• - panel is - ■ — ™ • •- • — --- 

32 x 82 lis c = 2.56 msec 
Although, for this duration of 2.56 msec, the scrolling operation in the window 4 performed by the first partial 
rewriting routine is stopped, the duration is very short and, therefore, does not significantly affect the scrolling 
5 speed. After the mouse 5 is rewritten in, processing returns to the first partial rewriting routine in the window 
4. However, another mouse movement causes immediate branching to the partial rewriting for the mouse 5, 
in which the mouse 5 is rewritten by the non-interlace scanning. When the first and second partial rewriting 
routines are completed, processing returns to the entire refresh routine. 

When there is no display change in a window or no movement of the mouse, the window and the mouse 
10 are displayed by multi-interlace refresh scanning. If partial rewriting is so performed for predetermined display 
operations by selecting the appropriate scanning method, the sufficiently fast movement of the mouse and the 
sufficient display quality of the moving mouse can be achieved even in the low frame-frequency driving unique 
to ferroelectric liquid crystal display apparatuses. 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention includes means for changing scanning methods ac- 
ts cording to image data for which partial rewriting is performed. If such image data causes slow display change, 
multi-interlace scanning is performed in order to maintain picture quality. If such image data causes fast change 
and requires display of the moving process, such as movement of a mouse or scrolling in a window, non-in- 
terlace scanning is performed. Thus, the embodiment achieves a method suitable for a variety of applications 
which require the ferroelectric liquid crystal display apparatus to perform partial rewriting and, thereby, smooth- 
20 ly displays sophisticated display application software, such as multiwindow and multitask applications, without 
causing any problems. 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of the graphic controller 102. Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a digital interface. Figs. 
7 and 8 are timing charts of data transfer. 

The graphic controller 102 according to the present invention is substantially different from conventional 
25 graphic controllers in the following features. As shown in Fig. 5, a graphic processor 501 has its own system 
memory 502. The graphic processor 501 not only manages a RAM 503 and a ROM 504 but also executes and 
manages description commands to the RAM 503. Further, information transfer from a digital interface 505 to 
the FLCD controller, management of methods of driving the FLCD, etc., can be programmed independently. 
Referring to Fig. 6 t while the digital interface 505 is performing syn chronizat ion with the driving circuits 
30 104 and 105 of the display panel 103 using external synchronizing signals HSYNC and VSYNC from the FLCD 
controller 111, the data from the VRAM becomes 4 bits/clock (data transfer clock) at the final stage of the proc- 
essing by the digital interface 505 and is sent to the FLCD controller 111. Fig. 7 shows the timing for the FLCD 
to perform entire frame rewriting. Paramet ers used in Fig. 7 are the same as tho se in Fig . 8. Transfer of one 
line of image data starts when the HSYNC signal becomes active (low level). The HSYNC signal is made low 
35 by the FLCD controller 111 to indicate an information request made by the display panel 103. The information 
request made by the display panel 103 is received by the graphic processor 501 show in Fig. 5 an d proc ssed 
therein at the timing shown in Fig. 8. According to the timing chart shown in Fig. 8, the HSYNC signal of the 
information request made by the display panel 103 for one cycle of an external video clock from the outside 
(CLKOUT) (in other words, for a period of low level of VCLK) is sampled (actually, the VCLK is inputted to th 
40 graphic processor 501 , which performs such sampling for the period of low level of the VCLK). Two and half 
clocks of the VCLK after such sampling, a horizontal counter HCOUNT in the graphic processor 501 is cleared. 
Then, HBLNK signal becomes disabled (high) just before the horizontal counter becomes 1 (HCOUNT = 1) by 
programming parameters HESYN Cand HE BLNK. In the circuit shown in Fig. 6, a DATEN becomes active (high) 
half a clock of the VCLK after the H BLNK sig nal becomes disabled, as shown in Fig. 8. Half a clock later, i.e., 
45 4.5 clocks after the sampling of the HSYNC signal, the image data of the next line is transferred, four bits at 
a time, from the VRAM to FLCD controller 111. 

AS shown in the bottom-right portion of Fig. 8, first, the scanning line address information of the next line 
(corresponding to the scanning line numbers) is sent out four bits at a time, and then, the display information 
of this line is sent out. The FLCD controller 111 discriminates the scanning line address information and the 
so display information by using the AH/DL signal. The high level of the AH/DL signal indicates scanning line ad- 
dress information, and the low level of the AH/DL signal indicates display information. A scanning line of the 
FLCD 101 is selected according to scanning line address information, and display information is written into 
the selected scanning line. Therefore, if the scanning line address information continuously transferred from 
the graphic controller 102 indicates scanning line numbers which serially increase one by one, the FLCD 101 
55 is driven by non-interlace scanning. If such scanning line address information indicates scanning line numbers 
which increase by two, the FLCD 101 is driven by the interlace scanning. If such scanning line address infor- 
mation indicates scanning line numbers which increase by m, the FLCD is driven by m-multi-interlace scanning. 
The graphic controller 102 thus controls driving methods in the FLCD. 
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The time required to drive one scanning line of the FLCD is about 1 00 usee. If the driving time for one scan- „. 
ning line is 1 00 usee, and the lowest possible frequency which causes no flickering is 30 Hz, the following num- 
ber of scanning lines of the FLCD can be driven without causing flickering in a static image: 
by non-interlace driving 

[Calculation 3] (1/30Hz)/1 00u.sec » 333 (lines) 

by interlace driving 

[Calculation 4] (1/30Hz) x 2/100>sec * 666 (lines) 
by m-multi-interlace driving 

[Calculation 5] (1 /30Hz) x m/1 OOusec « 333 x m (lines) 
The experiments show that if m = 32, flickering still does not occur* Theoretically, a display panel having the 
following number of scanning lines can be driven without causing flickering 

[Calculation S\ (1/30Hz) x 32/100usec » 333 x 32 = 10656 (lines) 
As the number indicates, a flat display panel much superior in minute display to conventional flat display panels 
can be provided. 

In Fig. 6, 74AS161A, 74AS74, 74ALS257, 74ALS878 and 74AS257 are IC Nos., and the other numerals 
are pin Nos. 

Fig. 12 shows driving waveforms according to one embodiment of the present invention. During entire 
frame scanning, waveforms which include black erasing pulses and DC components and which drive two neigh- 
boring scanning lines at a time (double driving) are used. During partial rewriting scanning, waveforms which 
include no erasing pulses and no DC components and which drive one scanning line at a time (single driving) 
are used. 

Fig. 1 3 shows driving waveforms according to another embodiment of the present invention. During ntire 
frame scanning, waveforms including black erasing pulses and DC components are used. During partial re- 
writing scanning, waveforms including black erasing pulses and waveforms including white erasing pulses are 
alternately used. Neither of the waveforms includes a DC component 

Fig. 14 shows conventional driving waveforms. The same waveforms are used both during entire fram 
scanning and during partial rewriting scanning. 

Table 3 below shows a comparison between the driving waveforms for the partial rewriting scannings ac- 
cording to the embodiments, shown in Figs. 12 and 13, and the partial rewriting scanning of the conventional 
art, shown in Fig. 14. Because the driving waveforms according to the embodiments include no DC c mpo- 
nents, they cause less deterioration in the liquid crystal alignment than the conventional driving waveform and 
fairly expand driving margins. Because the driving waveforms according to the embodiments do not include 
black erasing pulses or include both black and white erasing pulses to offset each other, they cause less de- 
crease in contrast. 

Frequent repetition of the driving of a scanning electrode, which may well happen in partial rewriting, lowers 
the threshold of the pixels on the scanning electrode. However, according to the present invention, the ampli- 
tude or the writing pulse width during partial rewriting scanning is reduced by a predetermined percentage from 
the value thereof during entire frame scanning. Therefore, driving substantially at the center of the driving mar- 
gin can be achieved in any of the scanning methods. 

Tahlfi 3 

Conventional Embodiment 1 Embodiment 2 

Driving Margin A A O 

Alignment X O O 

Contrast. A Q Q 



Fig. 15 is an enlarged view of the display panel 103. Scanning electrodes C1 to C6 and information elec- 
trodes S1 to S6 are arranged in a matrix and form pixels P22 which are the units of display. 

Fig. 16 is a sectional view of the display panel 103 including the scanning line C2 shown in Fig. 15. The 
figure shows an analyzer 161, a polarizer 165, glass substrates 162 and 164, ferroelectric liquid crystal 163 
and a spacer 166. The analyzer 161 and the polarizer 165 are arranged in crossed nicol. 

While the present invention has been described with respect to what is presently considered to be the pre- 
ferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments. To 
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the contrary, the invention is intended to cover various modifications and equivalent arrangements included 
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 



Claims 

1. A display apparatus comprising: 

a matrix of electrodes including scanning electrodes and information electrodes; 

scanning means for scanning said matrix and operable in any one of a plurality of scanning methods 
having respective driving conditions and respective priorities assigned thereto, said scanning means scan- 
ning said matrix by selecting ones of said scanning electrodes in accordance with selected ones of said 
scanning methods; and 

driving means for applying driving signals to the selected scanning electrodes in accordance with 
the driving conditions and priorities of the selected driving methods. 

2. A display apparatus according to Claim 1 , further comprising a liquid crystal provided between said scan- 
ning electrodes and said information electrodes. 

3. A display apparatus according to Claim 2, wherein said liquid crystal is a ferroelectric liquid crystal. 

4. A display apparatus according to Claim 1. wherein said scanning methods include an entire frame scanning 
method which is assigned a second priority and a partial rewrite scanning method which is assigned a 
first priority. 

5. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein during performance of said entire frame scanning meth- 
od, said driving means uses a driving waveform including an erasing pulse and a writing pulse, and during 
performance of said partial rewrite scanning method, said driving means uses a driving waveform includ- 
ing no erasing pulse. 

6. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein during performance of said entire frame scanning meth- 
od, said driving means performs double driving in which a driving waveform including an erasing pulse 
and a writing pulse is used to scan two scanning electrodes at a time so that said erasing pulse is applied 
to one of the two scanning electrodes and said writing pulse is applied to the other scanning electrode, 
and wherein during performance of said partial rewrite scanning method, said driving means performs 
single driving in which a driving waveform is used to scan one scanning electrode at a time. 

7. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein during performance of said entire frame scanning meth- 
od, said driving means uses a driving waveform including an erasing pulse and a writing pulse, and during 
performance of said partial rewrite scanning method, said driving means alternately uses a driving wa- 
veform including a black erasing pulse and a writing pulse and a driving waveform including a white erasing 
pulse and a writing pulse. 

8. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said driving means uses driving voltages or driving vol- 
tage ratios during performance of said entire frame scanning method different from driving voltages or 
driving voltage ratios used during performance of said partial rewrite scanning method. 

9. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said driving means uses scanning signals and infor- 
mation signals during performance of said entire frame scanning method having different durations from 
those of scanning signals and information signals during performance of said partial rewrite scanning 
method. 

10. A display apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein during performance of said entire frame scanning meth- 
od, said driving means uses a driving waveform including a DC component, and during performance of 
said partial r write scanning method, said driving m ans uses a driving waveform including no DC com- 
ponent 

11. A display device comprising means for accepting display changing instructions and for changing said dis- 
play accordingly, characterised in that the means are arranged to utilise predetermined priority information 
associated with instructions, and to alter the screen display in accordance with the priorities where two 
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instructions would fall within a screen display altering period. 

12. A display apparatus having a plurality of display updating modes corresponding to higher speed/lower in- 
formation content and lower speed/higher information content, and being arranged to select a higher 

5 speed mode in the event of an instruction requiring a rapid screen alteration. 

13. A display apparatus according to any preceding claim wherein the display is a memory type display device. 

14. A display apparatus according to daim 13 wherein the display is a ferroelectric liquid crystal device. 

10 15. A driving circuit for a ferroelectric liquid crystal device comprising means for updating only parts of the 
liquid crystal display area using a different driving waveform to that used to generate the whole display 
area. 

16. A ferroelectric liquid crystal display device and means for applying thereto driving waveforms which do 
15 not include DC components. 

17. A graphics controller for a display which includes a system memory and can be programmed separately 
of the device controlling the graphics controller. 
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18. A data processing device operating a graphical environment utilising a display screen, characterised in 
that predetermined graphical environment commands have a higher priority and are updated in preference 
to predetermined other commands on said display. 
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